
 

 

Saved Searches and Alerts 

It is not possible to migrate individual users’ searches and alerts to the new provision 

of these databases in HDAS. Additionally there will be some differences between the 

new ProQuest and previous OVID search and limit fields, meaning that not all search 

strings can be replicated exactly. The search strings will need to be manually 

replicated when the full ProQuest feed is live. Users will also not receive any alerts 

during this period. 

Users should also be aware that the search strings for any required saved searches 

or alerts for Medline and PsycINFO, held on the Ovid SP platform, will also need to 

be saved by 31 March 2015 as these cannot be migrated to HDAS or the ProQuest 

interface.   

If you want to keep your saved searches and alerts you must follow these 

instructions.   This includes saved searches and alerts for Medline and PsycINFO, 

both individually AND combined with other databases in HDAS. Saved searches and 

alerts which you wish to keep must be individually downloaded before 31 March 

2015. The search strings will need to be manually replicated when the full ProQuest 

feed is live and implemented into HDAS after July 2015. 

 To download and save search strings from HDAS follow the instructions below: 
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Select the search you want and click on ‘Run Search’ 
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Once your search has completed, highlight and copy the search strategy 

 

Open Word or Excel and Paste using the ‘Keep Text Only’ option 

Alternatively, view the results and select one article. 
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Select ‘MS Word’ and the ‘Short’ Display Format and click on ‘Save Results’  

 

You can then delete the article and you will be left with your search history.  

 

Alerts 

To save alerts follow the instructions below: 
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Select ‘Alerts’.  
 

 
 

Click on the Alert Name that you want to save 
 

 
 

Copy the details of the alert (either Print Screen or highlight, copy and paste). Click 
on the Search History Name to take you to the Saved Searches screen. 
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The search relating to the alert will be selected so click on ‘Run search’ and save as 
suggested above.  
 

 

 

 

 


